SUMTER COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
	SUBJECT:
	Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity (COPCN) for Sumter County Fire & EMS (staff recommends approval) 

	REQUESTED ACTION:
	Approval

	

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Work Session (Report Only)
	DATE OF MEETING:
	6/12/2012

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Regular Meeting
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Special Meeting
	

	
	
	
	

	CONTRACT:
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 N/A
	Vendor/Entity: 
	     

	
	Effective Date:      
	Termination Date: 
	     

	
	Managing Division / Dept: 
	     

	

	BUDGET IMPACT:
	N/A

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Annual
	FUNDING SOURCE:
	

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Capital
	EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT:
	

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 N/A
	


	HISTORY/FACTS/ISSUES:

	In April 2011 Sumter County Fire & EMS Division initiated a pilot program to begin non-transport advanced life support (ALS) patient care. This was accomplished through an Interlocal agreement with The Villages Public Safety Department (VPSD) and contracting with Dr. John Geeslin as the division's Medical Director. This arrangement allowed the division to operate a single ALS fire engine under the VPSD's State of Florida ALS license and Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity (COPCN). During the same timeframe, additional division staff members entered into a 13-month Paramedic training program, which has recently completed. 

The pilot program proved successful in allowing the division to provide ALS level patient care out of one of its fire stations. This success, along with the need to provide similar services throughout the division's service delivery area, and the graduation of nine (9) division staff as new paramedics, pave the way for expansion of the division's ALS service delivery. 

The division is requesting approval of its own COPCN whereby it can pursue its own ALS non-transport license from the State of Florida Department of Health, Bureau of EMS. Receipt of the ALS license will allow the division to provide ALS non-transport service from additional locations throughout the county. It will also make the organization eligible to pursue State EMS matching grants for equipment needed to enhance service delivery, as it will be recognized as a stand-alone ALS provider by the State of Florida.




